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The ITIC Newsletter bring news and information to tsunami researchers, engineers, 
educators, community protection agencies and governments in 45 countries.  We wel-  
come your news, reports, papers, or abstracts. 
 
 

 
 
 
Opening of the Sixth Session of the IOC's International  
Co-ordination Group for the Tsunami Warning System in the 
Pacific (ICG/ITSU).  From left to right: Dr. Melecio S. 
Magno, Chairman, National Development Board of the Phil- 
ippines; Mr. Gerry Dohler, Chairman ICG/ITSU; Dr. Roman L. 
Kintanar, Director-General, Philippine Atmospheric Geo- 
physical and Astronomical Services Administration (PAGASA); 
and Dr. Gunter Giermann, Deputy Secretary, IOC.  
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Left to Right: Dr. Eddie Bernard and Mr. Bertrand 
Thompson, USA; Dr. Aprilani Soegiarto, Indonesia; Dr. 
Gregorio Y. Zara, Pacific Science Association; and  
Dr. George Pararas-Carayannis, ITIC.  

 
 
 

 
 
IGG/ITSU VI Delegates during a Group outing in Manila. 
Left to Right: Dr. Rajendra Singh, Fiji; Captain Romeo 
E. Valera, Philippines; and Dr. Hideo Watanabe, Japan.  

 
 
 

-12- 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Dr. Eddie Bernard, Director of the Pacific Tsunami 
Warning Center (PTWC), and Mr. Sydney Wigen, Canadian 
delegate, explain tsunami prediction techniques to 
some of the girls of the Philippine Secretariat who 
assisted logistically with the meeting.  
 

 
 

 
 
Left to Right: Cdr. Thanom Charoenlaph, Thailand; 
Mr. Pedro Humberto Rizzo, Ecuador; Dr. Vadim Popov, 
USSR; Mr. G. Dohl~r, Chairman ICG/ITSU; Captain R. 
Valera, Philippines; and Dr. Yuri Oljunin, USSR.  
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Mr. G. Dohler, Chairman of ICG/ITSU addressing the delegates of the VI Session 
in the Philippines.  From left to right: Dr. George Pararas-Carayannis,  
Director ITIC; Mr. Gerry Dohler, Chairman ICG/ITSU; and Dr. Gunter Giermann, 
IOC Deputy Secretary.  Seen also is Miss Nanette Escudero, a member of the  
Philippine Secretariat that contributed to the success of the session.  

 

 
Father Victor Padillo, Director Manila Observatory and Dr, G. Pararas-  
Carayannis having an informal discussion during a recess of the meetings in 
Manila.  
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Dr. A. V. Rykov Visits the Pacific Tsunami Warning Center  
 

 
Dr. Antoli V. Rykov, a seismologist from 
the Institute of Physics of the Earth in 
Moscow, visited PTWC from January 9 to 
February 1, 1978 as a part of the US-USSR 
Scientific Exchange Program on Integration 
of Tsunami Warning Systems.  The purpose  
of his visit was to complete the installa- 
tion of a special seismometer network to be 
used in the joint US-USSR tsunami/ seismic 
experiment.  
 
The joint tsunami/seismic experiment con- 
sists of placing US and USSR very long 
period seismometers at Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk,  
USSR and Honolulu, Hawaii, USA.  These 
instruments are designed to detect very 
long period seismic waves generated by  
large earthquakes. It is believed that  

these waves may be diagnostic of the tsunami potential of an earthquake.  Addi- 
tional uses of data from long period instruments include: Observations of earth 
tides, observations of free oscillations of the earth, retrieval of earthquake 
source mechanisms, and other solid earth geophysical studies.  
 
In September 1717 Don Miller of the University of California at San Diego in- 
stalled the US long period seismometer at PTWC and Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk.  Dr. A.V. 
Rykov installed his instruments at Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk in June 1975 and at PTWC in 
January 1978.  The experiment will be conducted for at least one year.  
 
In addition to installing his seismometers at PTWC, Dr. Rykov presented a semi- 
nar at the Joint Institute of Marine and Atmospheric Research (JIMAR); visited  
the International Tsunami Information Center (ITIC); worked out preliminary  
plans to analyze the seismic data with Dr. Bernard of PTWC; toured Oahu; and, 
enjoyed Oahu’s beaches.  
 
 
Director of the National Geograpical & Solar-Terrestrial Data Center Visits ITIC 
 
Dr. Allan H. Shapley, Director of the National Geophysical & Solar-Terrestrial 
Data Center, Environmental Data Services, visited briefly ITIC in March and  
discussed with George Pararas-Carayannis and Norman Ridgway, Tsunami Data Ex-  
change and cooperation between WDC-A Tsunami and ITIC.  
 

UNESCO - IOC - ITSU 
 
Indonesia becomes a Member of ICG/ITSU 
 
During the Sixth Session of the International Co-ordination Group for Tsu- 
nami Warning System in the Pacific (ICG/ITSU), Dr. Aprilani Soegiarto,  
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representing the Government of Indonesia applied for membership of ICG/ITSU, 
making Indonesia the sixteenth Member-State of the Group. Dr. Soegiarto also 
informed the Group of the establishment of a Tsunami Working Group in Indonesia, 
following the tsunami disaster of August 19, 1977, which struck the south coast 
of the islands of Lombok and Sumbawa in the Lesser Sunda Islands of Indonesia. 
As a result of this disaster almost 150 people have died or are missing, more 
than 1,000 people suffered, and losses to houses, boats and fishing gears 
amounted up to one million dollars.  
 
Fiji - New Member of ICG/ITSU  
 
In a recent letter to the Secretary of the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Co~ 
mission, the Secretary for Foreign Affairs of Fiji, Mr. J. Kotobalavu, applied 
on behalf of the Government of Fiji for membership in the International Co- 
ordination Group for the Tsunami Warning System in the Pacific (ICG/ITSU).  
The Government of Fiji nominated its Director of Mineral Development as Fiji's 
national representative to ICG/ITSU. Thus, Fiji becomes the 17th State to become 
a Member of ICG/ITSU since the Group's formation in 1965.  
 

INTERNATIONAL TSUNAMI INFORMATION CENTER 
 
Norman M. Ridgway Begins Term as Associate Director, ITIC  
 
Mr. Norman M. Ridgway of the New Zealand Oceanographic Institute, arrived in 
Honolulu in early January of this year to assume his duties as the new Associate 
Director of ITIC.  The post is supported presently by the Government of New 
Zealand. Mr. Ridgway is succeeding at this post Mr. Syd Wigen who returned to 
Canada upon the expiration of his term.  
 
Mr. Ridgway's capabilities cover a broad spectrum in oceanography and marine 
environmental work.  He has published many papers and reports in physical oceano- 
graphy and has been a Member of the Tsunami Advisory Panel of New Zealand.  Be- 
cause of his experience and knowledge Mr. Ridgway is now making a very effective 
and productive contribution in the administration of ITIC.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Olwen and Norman Ridgway, during  
a recent reception honoring them 
upon their arrival to Honolulu.  
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A brochure describing the research activities of the Ujigawa Hydraulic Laboratory 
was published in English, in April 1976.  Copies of publications, when available, 
may be obtained either free or at a nominal charge from the Director of the Lab- 
oratory, Professor Hirotake Imamoto.  
 
New Director for INOCAR 
 
Capitan de Fragata Fernando Alfaro Echeverria became in January of this year the 
Director of the Oceanographic Institute of the Navy of Ecuador (INOCAR), succeed- 
ing Capitan de Corbeta Pedro Cabezas Gonzalez, who was recently reassigned to a  
new post. 
 
New Director for the Pacific Region, U.S. National Weather Service 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Ray Jensen was appointed in January of  
this year as the new Director of the Pacific 
Region, U.S. National Weather Service, succeed-  
ing Mr. Charles Woffinden, who retired recently.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
USSR Tsunami Commission Conference 
 
Professor S.L. Soloviev, Chairman, Council on Seismology and Earthquake Engi- 
neering, USSR Academy of Sciences, recently supplied ITIC with a brief review  
of the Tsunami Commission Conference, in USSR.  
 
The Tsunami Commission Conference of the Joint Council on Seismology and Earth- 
quake Engineering.  USSR Academy of Sciences, was held in Moscow on June 16-17, 
1977.  Fifty participants representing 20 national organizations attended the 
Conference and the following papers were presented. 
 
 
Theoretical Studies 
 
A new mathematical model for the investigation of tsunami generation and spread- 
ing processes is suggested in a paper by A.A. Dorfmann.  Equations of approximate  
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